
AP Lit Summer Assignment 2022

You must purchase a “hard copy” of the summer reading novel.
You will annotate the novels based on evidence reflecting the six big ideas, and complete
typed notes that also focus on the six big ideas.
You will write a paper on  each of your summer reading novels.
You will bring your summer reading novel to class.
Mandatory reading note assignment template is on Google Classroom; you received an
invite to join this GC.

Greetings, future AP English Literature and Composition students. You have chosen to
participate in a rigorous course of study, and I anticipate many insightful and interesting
conversations this year informed by our reading of great books.

The overall theme of the course this year is identity; we will examine the creation,
understanding, and perspective of identity. Keep this theme in mind as you complete these tasks.

Expectations: Interpreting a novel is not a passive experience; it is an active dialogue between
you and the text. You are expected to annotate, outline, and track patterns in each text as you
read. It is not enough to simply understand the rudiments of the plot; you must be able to speak
and write intelligently about character development, narrative perspective, linguistic and
structural choices, and the threads of meaning that tie them all together. Just as important as your
ability to make meaningful statements is your ability to present those ideas in a polished final
product.
Be sure to follow all MLA guidelines for formatting and citations. If you have questions, please
consult the Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) or the latest MLA style book.

Timeline: When we return to class in August, you will submit your three essays during the first
week of classes. You will submit all written work through Turnitin.com.

During the first week of classes, you will take an objective test to evaluate your knowledge and
application of the six big ideas of the course and the assigned texts.

Throughout the semester, we will revisit both these novels and the big ideas, so make sure you
keep a thorough record of your understanding in the form of notes  & study guides.



Tasks:
To facilitate your continued development as interpreters of texts, you will be expected to prepare
extensively over the summer.

Task 1: Studying six ideas AP English Literature and Composition takes as its primary aim the
mastery of six “Big Ideas”

1. Character: Characters in literature allow readers to study and explore a range of values,
beliefs, assumptions, biases, and cultural norms represented by those characters.

2. Setting: Setting and the details associated with it not only depict a time and place, but also
convey values associated with that setting.

3. Structure: The arrangement of the parts and sections of a text, the relationship of the parts to
each other, and the sequence in which the text reveals information are all structural choices made
by a writer that contribute to the reader’s interpretation of a text.

4. Narration: A narrator’s or speaker’s perspective controls the details and emphases that affect
how readers experience and interpret a text.

5. Figurative Language: Comparisons, representations, and associations shift meaning from the
literal to the figurative and invite readers to interpret a text.

6. Literary Argumentation: Readers establish and communicate their interpretations of literature
through arguments supported by textual evidence.

Task 2: Reading and annotating three novels and completing typed reading notes for each
book; all students must read the following texts:
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
For your third text, you must choose from among the following:
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë
The Bell Jar by Sylivia Plath
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston
Sula by Toni Morrison



Task 3: Writing a 2 page essay for each of your summer reading novels.


